
PHIL 1104: Social Ethics 
Ethics and Technology 

Summer 2019 
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M-F 9:50-11:30 
Kristin Culbertson  
Office hours: Tuesdays 11:30-1:30 at The Benton 
Kristin.culbertson@uconn.edu 
 
Course Description 
 
As technology becomes more advanced, it provides new possibilities that challenge our 
ethical beliefs. Would human life be better if we had the cognitive abilities of computers? 
Should artificially intelligent robots have the same moral standing as biological humans? Do 
we want to live in a world where crime is made nearly impossible by surveillance? As we 
examine these questions, we will look at various ethical theories and put them to the test. We 
will look at philosophical texts, magazine articles, interviews and videos to examine these 
questions from multiple perspectives.  
 
Course Requirements 

• Participation (20%) in-class discussion, written comments, and office hours will 
count toward participation.   

• Quizzes and Assignments (20%) 
• Midterm Essay (20%) 
• Final Essay (20%) 

 
Course Materials  

All readings and course materials are available on HuskyCT.  
 
 
Policies 

• Academic Honesty: Don’t try to pass off work that isn’t yours. Always give credit 
to original sources. I will refer to university policies to handle cases of plagiarism. 
You are responsible for understanding these policies and abiding by them.  

• Participation: all participation in class discussions or activities counts towards 
participation points. If a student wants participation points for coming in to office 
hours, the time must be spent discussing the material, and the student should come 
prepared with questions or comments. If a student chooses to participate through 
written comments, these must emailed to me on the day of class. Because students 
have multiple options for getting their participation points, I will not allow students 
to make up points late except in extreme cases.  

• Cell phones and laptops: Since readings are online I do allow students to use 
phones and laptops in class. However, recreational use of phones and laptops in 



class will detract from your participation grade. If you have an emergency and need 
to use your cell phone for texting or calling, please do so outside.  

• Classroom etiquette: Please be respectful of your fellow students and refrain from 
side conversations during class. Classrooms are quiet and side conversations can be 
heard clearly, causing distraction for me as the instructor and everyone else in the 
room. If talking becomes a repeated issue, students may lose participation points or 
be asked to leave.  

• Disabilities: If you are registered with CSD please talk to me so we can set up 
accommodations.  

 
 
  



Schedule 
(Subject to change) 

Week 1 

7/8 Class introduction 

7/9 Vaughn, “Evaluating Moral Arguments” 

7/10 J.J.C. Smart, “Defending Utilitarianism,” Williams, “Against Utilitarianism” 

7/11 Strawser, “The Morality of Drone Warfare Revisited” 

7/12 Aeon Magazine, Bousquet, “The Battlefield is Dead,” Essay Workshop 

Week 2 

7/15 Mill, “On the Freedom of Speech” 

7/16 Robson, BBC “The Myth of the Online Echo Chamber” 

7/17 Hidden Brain podcast “Fake News: An Origin Story,” EFF, “Censorship Can’t be the 

Only Answer to Disinformation Online” 

7/18 Wolfe, “Happiness and Meaning: Two Aspects of the Good” 

7/19 Chen, “Everything We Know About How Facebook Affects Our Happiness,” Tufekci,  

“Social Media’s Small Positive Role in Human Relationships” 

Week 3 

7/22 Glenn Greenwald, “Why Privacy Matters” Vice: “State of Surveillance,” 

COINTELPRO, “The FBI’s War on the Civil Rights Movement” 

7/23 Armstrong, “Life in the Fishbowl”  

7/24 Zawadzinski, “The Truth About Online Privacy,” Briggs, “The Ethics of Online Ad 

Targeting,” Vice, “Your Phone is Listening to You and it’s Not Paranoia” 

7/25 Washington Post, Dewey, “98 personal data points that Facebook uses to target ads to 

you”  

7/26 No Reading- Midterm draft due 

Week 4 

7/29 Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics 

7/30 Peter Singer, “Shopping at the Genetic Supermarket,” Resnik and Vorhaus “Genetic 

Modification and Genetic Determinism” 

7/31 Podcast: Joe Rogan Experience: Jamie Metzl on the Future of Genetics 



8/1 Schneider, “Future Minds: Transhumanism, Cognitive Enhancement, and the Nature of 

Persons” 

8/2 No reading- Final Essay Workshop 

Week 5 

8/5 Shafer-Landau, “The Kantian Perspective”  

8/6 Dvorsky “When will Robots Deserve Human Rights?” Schneider “Artificial Intelligence, 

Consciousness, and Moral Status” 

8/7 No Reading- Final essay due 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	


